
Why Sinatra Matters: A Nostalgic Journey into
the Heart of Old Blue Eyes
Pete Hamill's "Why Sinatra Matters" is a passionate and personal
exploration of the enduring legacy of Frank Sinatra. Hamill, a long-time
friend and admirer of Sinatra, brings his unique insights and evocative
prose to bear on the subject, creating a captivating and unforgettable
portrait of the iconic singer.
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The book is divided into three parts, each focusing on a different aspect of
Sinatra's life and career. The first part, "The Voice," explores Sinatra's vocal
prowess and the unique qualities that made him one of the most beloved
singers of all time. Hamill delves into the technical aspects of Sinatra's
singing, analyzing his phrasing, timing, and intonation. He also discusses
the emotional depth and vulnerability that Sinatra brought to his
performances, creating a connection with his audience that few other
singers have ever achieved.
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The second part of the book, "The Man," focuses on Sinatra's personal life
and the challenges he faced throughout his career. Hamill paints a vivid
picture of Sinatra's early struggles, his rise to fame, and his tumultuous
relationships with women and alcohol. He also explores the singer's
complex personality, revealing both his strengths and his weaknesses.

The third part of the book, "The Legacy," examines the impact that Sinatra
has had on popular culture and the enduring power of his music. Hamill
discusses Sinatra's role in the development of the American popular
songbook, his influence on other singers, and his status as a cultural icon.
He also explores the ways in which Sinatra's music continues to resonate
with audiences today, providing comfort, inspiration, and a sense of
nostalgia.

"Why Sinatra Matters" is not just a biography of Frank Sinatra; it is a
celebration of his life and career. Hamill's love and admiration for Sinatra
shines through on every page, creating a deeply personal and moving
tribute to the iconic singer. This book is a must-read for any fan of Sinatra
or anyone who appreciates great music and compelling storytelling.



Frank Sinatra was born in Hoboken, New Jersey, on December 12, 1915.
His parents were Italian immigrants, and Sinatra grew up in a working-class
neighborhood. He began singing at an early age, and by the time he was a
teenager, he was performing in local clubs. In 1935, he joined the Harry
James Orchestra, and his career began to take off. Sinatra went on to
become one of the most successful singers of all time, selling over 150
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million records worldwide. He also starred in over 50 films, and won an
Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor for his role in "From Here to
Eternity" (1953).

Sinatra was known for his smooth, velvety voice and his impeccable
phrasing. He was also a master of the American popular songbook, and he
could sing a ballad with a depth of emotion that few other singers could
match. Sinatra's music has had a lasting impact on popular culture, and he
is considered one of the most iconic singers of all time.

Pete Hamill is a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and author. He has written
over 20 books, including "A Drinking Life" (1994) and "Forever" (1997).
Hamill is a long-time friend and admirer of Frank Sinatra, and his book
"Why Sinatra Matters" is a passionate and personal exploration of the
singer's life and legacy.
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