
Unveiling the Interwoven Tapestry of Religion
and the Arts: A Journey through the Oxford
Handbook of Religion and the Arts
In the realm of human expression, religion and the arts have long
intertwined, creating a tapestry of profound meaning and transformative
power. The Oxford Handbook of Religion and the Arts embarks on a
captivating exploration of this multifaceted relationship, delving into the
historical, cultural, and theoretical intersections where these worlds
converge.

Edited by distinguished scholars David Morgan and Sally Rustomji, this
comprehensive volume brings together an array of leading voices in the
field. Through insightful essays, they unravel the complex dynamics
between religion and various artistic disciplines, including music, dance,
literature, visual arts, and film.

The opening section of the Handbook charts the historical evolution of the
interplay between religion and the arts. Renowned scholars trace the
origins of religious expression in art from prehistoric times through the
major world religions, highlighting the ways in which art has shaped
religious beliefs, practices, and institutions.
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Among the notable contributions in this section are essays by:

David Freedberg: "The Bible as a Work of Art"

Patricia Fortini Brown: "The Art of Islam"

Carl Olson: "Religion and Modern Art"

Subsequent sections examine the diverse ways in which major religious
traditions have engaged with the arts. Leading experts analyze the unique
contributions of Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism to
the development of artistic practices and aesthetics.

Highlights from this section include:

Charles Goodman: "Buddhist Art"

Kyung-hwa Choi: "Korean Buddhist Art"

Matthew Milliner: "Christian Art and Architecture"

Sylvan Barnet: "Judaism and the Arts"

The third section delves into specific artistic disciplines, exploring how the
transformative power of religion has influenced the creation and reception
of music, dance, literature, visual arts, and film. Essays in this section
address the ways in which artistic practices express and shape religious
experiences.
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Notable contributors in this section include:

John Shepherd: "Religious Music"

Regula Qureshi: "Indian Classical Dance"

Catherine Bell: "Asian American Religious Cinema"

Christopher Partridge: "The Gothic"

The final section of the Handbook engages with theoretical frameworks that
provide insights into the relationship between religion and the arts.
Scholars discuss the interplay of aesthetics, ritual, and embodiment, as
well as the role of art in fostering religious identity and critiquing religious
institutions.

Signe Lehnert: "Theology and the Arts"

Kurt Leland: "Art and Ritual"

Sarah MacDougall: "Arts-Based Research in Religion"

Todd Meyers: "Postmodern Religion and the Arts"

The Oxford Handbook of Religion and the Arts stands as a monumental
work, offering a panoramic view of the complex and ever-evolving
relationship between religion and the arts. Its comprehensive essays and
insightful perspectives provide an indispensable resource for scholars,
students, artists, and anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the ways
in which these realms intersect and shape our world.

The Handbook challenges conventional distinctions between the sacred
and the secular, revealing the profound influence that religion has had on



artistic expression throughout history. It invites us to appreciate the
interconnectedness of art, religion, and human experience, and to
recognize the power of the arts to inspire, challenge, and transform our
spiritual lives.
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