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From its early beginnings to its recent resurgence, socialism has been a
polarizing force in world history. But what is socialism, really? And why
does it keep coming back, even though it has failed time and time again?
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In 'Socialism: The Failed Idea That Never Dies', award-winning author and
historian Richard Pipes provides a comprehensive and thought-provoking
examination of this complex and enduring ideology.

Pipes begins by tracing the origins of socialism to the Enlightenment, when
philosophers such as Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Thomas More began to
question the traditional social Free Download. He then follows the
development of socialism through the 19th century, as it was embraced by
Karl Marx and other radical thinkers. Pipes shows how Marx's ideas
inspired the Russian Revolution and the rise of the Soviet Union, and how
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socialism spread to other parts of the world, including China, Cuba, and
Venezuela.

Pipes argues that socialism is a fundamentally flawed ideology that has
always led to economic failure and political oppression. He points to the
Soviet Union as the prime example of a socialist state that collapsed under
its own weight. Pipes also shows how socialism has failed in other
countries, such as Cuba and Venezuela, where it has resulted in poverty,
corruption, and human rights abuses.

Despite its failures, socialism continues to appeal to many people around
the world. Pipes argues that this is because socialism offers a seductive
promise of a more just and equitable society. However, Pipes warns that
socialism is a dangerous ideology that has never lived up to its promises.
He concludes by calling for a return to the principles of individual liberty and
free markets, which he believes are the only way to achieve a truly
prosperous and just society.

Reviews

"Richard Pipes has written a brilliant and timely book about one of the most
important ideas in history. 'Socialism: The Failed Idea That Never Dies' is a
must-read for anyone who wants to understand the past, present, and
future of this complex and enduring ideology." - Niall Ferguson, author of
'The Ascent of Money' and 'Civilization'

"A tour de force. Pipes has written the definitive history of socialism. This
book is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the world we
live in." - Anne Applebaum, author of 'Gulag: A History' and 'Red Famine:
Stalin's War on Ukraine'
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