Napoleon's Scientists and the Unveiling of
Egypt

In the annals of history, Napoleon Bonaparte's military campaigns have
cast a long shadow, overshadowing his equally significant contributions to
science and exploration. His expedition to Egypt in 1798 marked a pivotal
moment in the development of modern Egyptology and transformed our
understanding of this ancient civilization.
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Napoleon's army was accompanied by a team of 167 scientists, artists, and
scholars, known as the Commission des Sciences et des Arts d'Egypte.
Among them were some of the most brilliant minds of the time, including
mathematicians, astronomers, engineers, geographers, naturalists, and
artists.

The commission's mission was to document and study every aspect of
Egyptian culture, from its ancient monuments to its flora and fauna. They
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surveyed the land, sketched the ruins, and made detailed observations of
the people and their customs.

Their most famous discovery was the Rosetta Stone, a fragment of a stele
inscribed with three versions of the same decree: hieroglyphic, demotic,
and Greek. This discovery proved to be the key to unlocking the secrets of
ancient Egyptian writing, a feat that would not be accomplished until
decades later by the French linguist Jean-Frangois Champollion.

The commission's work had a profound impact on the development of
Egyptology. Their meticulous documentation and drawings provided the
first comprehensive record of Egypt's ancient monuments and helped to
establish Egyptology as a legitimate field of study.

The scientists and artists who accompanied Napoleon to Egypt were not
only explorers and scholars, but also pioneers in the field of archaeology.
Their excavations and surveys laid the foundation for the modern methods
of archaeological research.

The expedition also had a significant impact on the way that Europeans
viewed Egypt. Prior to Napoleon's conquest, Egypt was largely seen as a
land of mystery and superstition. However, the commission's work helped
to dispel these misconceptions and reveal the richness and complexity of
ancient Egyptian civilization.

The legacy of Napoleon's scientists and the Commission des Sciences et
des Arts d'Egypte continues to this day. Their work has inspired
generations of archaeologists and Egyptologists and has helped us to
better understand the wonders of this ancient civilization.



The Scientists of the Commission

The Commission des Sciences et des Arts d'Egypte was a diverse group of
individuals, each with their own unique talents and expertise. Among the
most prominent scientists who accompanied Napoleon were:

= Jean-Baptiste Fourier, a mathematician and physicist who later
developed the mathematical theory of heat conduction.

= Pierre-Simon Laplace, a mathematician and astronomer who made
significant contributions to the study of celestial mechanics and
probability.

= Louis-Nicolas Davout, a general and cartographer who produced the
first detailed map of Egypt.

= Edmé-Francois Jomard, a geographer and cartographer who
became one of the leading authorities on Egypt.

- Etienne Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, a naturalist and zoologist who made
important discoveries about the animal life of Egypt.

= Jean-Baptiste Belzoni, an ltalian adventurer and excavator who later
discovered the tomb of Seti I.

= Dominique Vivant Denon, an artist and writer who produced a series
of engravings of Egyptian monuments.

These and many other scientists, artists, and scholars played a vital role in
the success of Napoleon's expedition to Egypt. Their work has left an
enduring legacy that continues to shape our understanding of ancient

Egypt.

The Impact of the Expedition



Napoleon's expedition to Egypt had a profound impact on both the world of
science and the way that we view ancient Egypt. The scientists who
accompanied him made important discoveries that helped to unlock the
secrets of this ancient civilization.

The expedition also helped to dispel the myths and misconceptions that
had surrounded Egypt for centuries. The scientists' work revealed the
richness and complexity of ancient Egyptian culture and laid the foundation
for the field of Egyptology.

Napoleon's expedition to Egypt was a watershed moment in the history of
archaeology and Egyptology. It marked the beginning of a new era of
scientific exploration and discovery that has continued to this day.

Further Reading

For more information about Napoleon's expedition to Egypt and the
scientists who accompanied him, please see the following resources:
= The British Museum
= The Louvre

= Encyclopedia Britannica
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